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CRACKING CYBER: 

A DISCUSSION WITH GENERAL COUNSEL TO DEMYSTIFY THE HACKING PHENOMENON 
 
 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 
George Mason University School of Law 

Arlington, Virginia 
 

#crackingcyber 
 
 
Schedule 
 
6:00 p.m.  —  Registration & Reception (Art Gallery) 

7:00 p.m.  —  Welcome & Introductions (Auditorium) 

7:15 p.m.  —  Panel Discussion (Auditorium) 

 
 
Panelists 
 
Eliana Davidson is currently the Deputy General Counsel, Intelligence, for the United States 
Department of Defense.  Ms. Davidson previously served as the Deputy Legal Advisor for the 
National Security Council, the Special Counsel to the General Counsel for the Department of 
Defense, and the Senior Associate Deputy General Counsel, Intelligence, at the Department of 
Defense.  She also served as the Senior Associate Deputy General Counsel, Acting Deputy 
General Counsel, and Associate Deputy General Counsel at the Department of Defense.  Ms. 
Davidson is a graduate of University of Florida and the University of Virginia School of Law. 
 
W. Renn Gade is currently the Senior Legal Counsel at the National Counterterrorism Center.  He 
is a member of the Senior National Intelligence Service.  After retiring from the US Army, he 
joined the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and served as counsel at the 
Office of the National Counterintelligence Executive.  While in the military, he served as the Staff 
Judge Advocate to a number of joint and Army commands, including U.S. Special Operations 
Command, Multinational Force–Iraq, Multinational Corps–Iraq, XVIII Airborne Corps, and the 
82nd Airborne Division.  He also served as the Military Assistant to the Department of Defense 
General Counsel, Deputy Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and as 
Chief, International and Operational Law, Office of the Judge Advocate General.  He is a 
graduate of Drake University and Drake University Law School.  He also holds an LL.M. from the 
U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School and an M.S. in National Security 
Strategy from the National War College. 
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Panelists (continued) 
 
Daniel Sutherland is the Associate General Counsel for the National Protection and Programs 
Directorate (NPPD) of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  He is the primary legal advisor 
to the Under Secretary for NPPD, providing advice on issues of cybersecurity, 
telecommunications, critical infrastructure and biometrics.  Previously, Mr. Sutherland served in 
the Senior National Intelligence Service at the National Counterterrorism Center.  Within the 
Directorate of Strategic Operational Planning, he coordinated government activities designed to 
prevent violent extremism around the world.  Prior to the NCTC, Mr. Sutherland was the first 
Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties at the Department of Homeland Security.  Mr. 
Sutherland provided advice to Secretaries Ridge and Chertoff on outreach to American Arab and 
Muslim communities, watchlists, cybersecurity, immigration law and policy, accessibility of 
information technology, and emergency management issues.  Prior to that, Mr. Sutherland was a 
civil rights attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice for fourteen years.  He is a graduate of 
the University of Louisville and University of Virginia School of Law.  He also serves as an adjunct 
professor at Pepperdine University and George Washington University. 
 
 
About the National Security Law Journal 
 
The National Security Law Journal is a student-edited legal periodical published twice annually 
at George Mason University School of Law.  We print timely, insightful scholarship on pressing 
matters that further the dynamic field of national security law, including topics relating to foreign 
affairs, intelligence, homeland security, and national defense.  We welcome submissions from 
all points of view written by practitioners in the legal community and those in academia.  We also 
periodically host symposia and other events to complement our printed publication. 
 
Please visit our website at www.nslj.org to read our issues online, submit an article for 
publication, or sign up for our e-mail newsletter.  You can also connect with us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/NatlSecLJ, watch our events on YouTube at youtube.com/NatlSecLJ, or follow us 
on Twitter at twitter.com/NatlSecLJ.  For more information, please contact us at info@nslj.org. 
 
 
Support Our Work 
 
Events like these are only possible because of thoughtful contributions from people like you.  If 
you appreciated tonight’s event and would like to support our work, please complete a pledge 
card and return it to the registration table. 


